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The truth has finally come out about rail service.
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Rail commuter service can’t compete with highway commuter service if people are given a choice.  Rail can’t succeed unless the highways stay congested.  When asked if rail advocates fear the rail system wouldn’t work if there was a wider freeway between Petaluma and Novato, Bill Kortum, Chair of Sonoma County Conservation Action, answered, “There’s some truth in that.” Probably a lot of truth in that.





While highway advocates have never objected to there being  parallel highway and rail service between counties, the rail advocates have vigorously fought any highway improvements that might compete with their preconceived solution to the transportation problem.





We have Councilmembers Keller and Maguire, the front men for the SCCA, not just defending rail but opposing any widening of 101 between Petaluma and Novato.  Along with their cohorts, Councilmembers Hamilton and Torliatt, they brazenly replaced Councilmember Stompe with Councilmember Keller as the city’s representative on the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) to insure a strong bias in favor of the rail component. “We need to jealously guard the rail component of this” said Councilmember Maguire.





Strange, I don’t recall any of the four running for office on the platform of being against widening 101 between Petaluma and Novato.  Yet they feel they have a mandate to do just that.  Their understanding of the commute mess isn’t helped by the fact that three of them work in Petaluma and the fourth travels to Marin only a couple of times a week.  Yet they feel our pain and have decided rail is the only solution.  “Take two trains a day and call me in twenty years if it’s not working.”





If the old majority on last year’s Council had acted this way, it would have been said they weren’t open to listening to the people. This year, the new majority seems to be the ones with blinders on. “Don’t confuse us with discussion, we know what’s best for you.”








Plans are in the works for the combined business-environmental group backing the Calthorpe plan to conduct polls to determine what plan would appeal to most voters and how to word the sales tax proposal to get the most votes.  It would be nice if these polls were truly neutral and were used to find out how the people really feel and not just to bolster one faction or the other.





There probably needs to be a neutral, random poll conducted in Petaluma also.  The Council should know just how Petalumans feel about any plan that excludes highway widening between Petaluma and Novato so that it can advise Councilmember Keller, our representative on the transportation authority, how to vote in Petaluma’s best interest. 





Especially in regards to what priority Petalumans would assign to constructing the rail connection Vs the highway widening. This isn’t likely to be sponsored by the present Council Majority.  They don’t want to take the chance of finding out what we really think. They probably would suggest a write-in poll so Bill Kortum and his SCCA could crank up their letter writing operation.  


 


Calthorpe is quoted as saying, “ We have to listen to the citizens, but it is also our job to educate the people about what the analysis has taught us.”  In simpler language, “Hear out what the people have to say then tell them why our plan is better.”





Strange how Councilmember Keller is so detailed oriented about the wastewater plant but has a “Ho Hum” attitude about details when the SCCA’s rail proposal is the subject of discussion.  Details such as, what form will the rail alternative take if Marin doesn’t pass its sales tax?   





 





